CHURCH OF SAINT MONICA

December 21, 2025
Our Parish is Served by:
Masses Reverend Alex Enriquez, Pastor Confessions
Mon. to Thurs. 9 am Deacon Christian Knoebel S3at;15rdays
5 . m
Saturday 4 pm Deacon John L. White 0 3: 45p .
Sunday 9 am & 11 am L. . .
We invite you to celebrate with us Facebook:
websi?e: www.saintmonica.com v;,:x;ﬁ‘:fesbt?\zl;:i?;/
679 W. Veterans Highway Parish Office: 732-928-0279
Email: parishoffice@saintmonica.com
Fax: (732) 928-1853
Religious Education:732-928-4038 PROTECT
The Church of St. Monica is a warm, accepting, and R 4
caring parish that worships God, teaches and lives " ‘-f‘ *h‘t
@Wh}%ﬁl/ the message of Christ, seeks to support and " PLEDGE TO
q LYY strengthen family life, and serves those in need H [}\f_
ReVIVOI - through parish ministries and organizations.
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MASS INTENTIONS IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

Saturday, December 20

4:00 pm  Jennie D’Angelo ’ Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, Beth
(Frank & Jeanne D’Acunto) Kujawski, Toni Hetteroth, Dianne Smith, Andy

Sunday, December 21 Sabine. Elaine Giblock. Marie Gould. Doris G
9:00 am Margaret Dolores Burkshot abine, Bhaine iblock, vare Lyould, LJofls Lrar

(Janet Noordzy) barino, Melissa Staiger, Bonnie Holton, Arlene
11:00 am Alexander Schpakow Toth, Judy Bocchicchio, Leo Diaz, Glory

(William & Linda Patullo) D’Acunto, Catherine Dalfonso, Christopher Dal-
Monday, December 22 fonso,, Josephine Brennan, Frank Trimboli,

9:00 am Mary Vadakara Gabriclle D’Acunto, Anthony Pelle, Jr, Phillip

Tuesday, gzs:lilgil;agg Family) Wenz, Mary Min.iscalchi, Lane Morell, Franl?
9:00 am No Mass Falesto, Jean Stein, Ann Rosetto, Tom Martin,
Wednesday, December 24 Dorothy Palumbo, Jacob Rivera, Jaxson Rivera,
4:00 pm Christmas Mass Remembrances Paul Hetteroth, Cheryl Vega, Carol Spezzano, Br.
10:00 pm Christmas Mass Remembrances Michael Seiler, Shannon Hubert, Grace Nuzzola,
Thursday, December 25 Ray Kijowski, Nicholas Biddle, Matthew Biddle,

9:00 am Christmas Remembrances
11:00 am Christmas Remembrances
Saturday, December 27

Dennis Shwiner, Laura Stoyer, Mike Scott, An-
drew G Sabine, A.J. Sabine, Stephen Alexander,

4:00 pm Kathie Abramson (Sickler) Angela Belmont, Danny Merwin, Diane Hro-
(Janet DaCruz) miko, Kathy Reynolds, Margie Smith, Kevin Fin-
Sunday, December 28 nerty, Mark Hoffman, Lisa Sassone, Mark Le-
9:00 am Intentions of Zia Gold gato, Anita Bertram, Tom and Carol Ringwood,
(Marie Gould) Bob Toth
11:00 am Anne M. Berardone
(Atlene Toth)

Contact the Parish Office to let us know of anyone to be

. remembered in prayer, so we may include them or, if they can
To secure your Mass Intentions, prayer, 4 o they

contact the Parish Office. be removed.

Readings for the Week - December 21, 2025

Monday 1 Sm 1:24-28 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd Lk 1:46-56

Tuesday Mal 3:1-4, 23-24 Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14 Lk 1:57-66

Wednesday Morning 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29 Lk 1:67-79
Thursday Vigil Is 62:1-5 Ps §9:4-5, 16-17, 27,29 Acts 13:16-17, 22-25 Mt 1:1-25 or Mt 1:18-25
Thursday Night Is 9:1-6 Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13 Ti 2:11-14 Lk 2:1-14

Thursday Dawn Is 62:11-12 Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12 Ti 3:4-7 Lk 2:15-20

Thursday Day Is 52:7-10 Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 Heb 1:1-6 Jn 1:1-18 or Jn 1:1-5, 9-14

Friday Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59 Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17 Mt 10:17-22

Saturday 1 Jn 1:1-4 Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 Jn 20:1a, 2-8

Sunday Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 Mt 2:13-15, 19-23
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TEARDROP MINISTRY PRAYER

Blessed Monica, mother of St. Augustine,
we give thanks to our Father in Heaven
who looked with mercy upon your tears
over your wayward son. His conversion
and heroic sanctification were the fruit of
your prayers.

Dear St. Monica we now ask you to pray
with us for all those sons and daughters
that have wandered away from God, and to
add your prayers to those of all mothers
who are worried over their children. Pray
also for us that, following your example, we
may, in the company of our children, one
day enjoy the eternal vision of our Father in
Heaven. Amen. St. Monica pray for us.

Attention all those who signed
up or who want to sign up to be
an Altar Server—There will be a
training meeting on Saturday,
January 1oth at 10:00 a.m. and
on Saturday, December 20t at
10:00 a.m. in the Church.

All new Altar Servers are required to
attend. Any boy or girl who is inter-
ested in becoming an altar server is
invited to join and attend!
We hope to see you there!

% | "m’)l!
JJ-u—.—u

Weekly Offerings $3,688.25
Online Giving $1,441.00
Total $5.129.25

Thank you for your contributions as we support
the ministries, programs and facilities of our
parish.

g

—77. :
Seayf"

£ ./((/m'u/

Church of St Monica
2025 Advent/Christmas/New Year
Schedule of Services

T
Secand Sunday ef (duvent
Satuvday, December 6 Mass 4:00 pm
Sunday, December 7 9:00 am e 11:00 am Mass

Menday, Decemben §
Jmmaculate Conception ( Holy Day )
9:00 am & 7:00 pm Mass

(dvent Parish Fenance Sevvice
Wednesday, December 10 7:00 pm

Daity Masses:
Monday — Thursday

9:00am (through December 18)
Simbang Gabi - Christmas Nevena Resany & Masses
Friday, December 19
Rosary 6:30 pm
Mass 7:00 pm
Founth Sunday ef (dvent (Sunday Chligation)
Saturday, December 20- 4:00 pm
Sunday, December 21- 9:00 &I 11:00 am
Juesday, December 23 - No 9:00 am Mass
Christmas Eve - Wednesday,, Decembex 24 (Hely Day)
4:00 7 10:00 pm
Clnistmas Day - Thunsday, December 25 (Holy Day )
9:00 am &7 11:00 am
‘eur Year's Eve - Wednesdayy, December 31
9:00 am

Solemnity of Mary - Shursday, January 1 (Faly Day)

Mass 9:00 am & 7:00 pm

649
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The Eucharist - St Monica

Masses & Reconciliation
Monday - Thursday 9:00 am--3:30 pm

Saturday 4:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 & 11:00 am
Holy Days As Noted

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm
Exposition of the Holy Sacrament &

Benediction
1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am

Parish Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 3:30 pm

Baptisms

Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and godparents
are required to attend our Baptism preparation class
or take the convenient online presentation. Please
call the Parish Office to register for the class held on
the first Thursday of every month at 7:00pm. Or stop
by the Parish Office to pick up a DVD copy of the
class.

Knights of Columbus Council #11529
The Knights of Columbus were founded in 1882 by

international order of more than 2 million
Catholic men who are called to lead with
faith, protect our families, serve others,
and defend Catholic values in busy
changing world. St Monica Council #11529 has a
long history of support for the parish and any local
charities. If you would like to join just scan the QR
Code or go to KofC.org/join & enter council #11529.

St. Monica’s “Teardrop” Ministry
The St. Monica Teardrop Ministry is a prayerful

initiative where individuals and the community come
together to intercede for loved ones who have drifted
away from their faith, drawing inspiration from St.
Monica's unwavering dedication to her husband and
son's conversion. Prayer is very powerful, it only took
1 Hail Mary for Jesus to come to earth.

Bereavement Ministry

Please contact the parish office for more information.

Grief Support
For those grieving the loss of a loved one or close
friend. This is a Catholic centered Support Group
offering a caring, compassionate, and confidential
environment to support your journey from grieving
to healing. For registration and details contact
Deacon John White 848-992-1652 or
dcnjohnw@gmail.com

Visits to the Sick and Homebound

St Vincent de Paul Society
Emergency Assistance Helpline: 732-370-0098

Youth Group
Open to all children of St Monica registered families
and we would love to have you join us. For more
information, call Theresa Calsetta 732-299-0261.
OCIA

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults

For those who are seeking full membership in the
Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office.

New Parishioners
Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms
may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com
Please contact the parish office for further info.

Adult Faith Formation Core Team
Our mission is to encourage and support parishioners in
their lifelong learning in the faith in order to grow
closer to God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit through
discipleship and evangelization.

Marriages

The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey request a one
year period of preparation for marriage in The
Church. Contact the Parish Office to make
arrangements.

Religious Education
Children are expected to receive a Catholic-
Christian upbringing in their family life, to worship
regularly at Sunday Mass, and to participate in
on-going Religious Education classes. Our program
includes grades 1-8. Please contact Belinda Azzollini,
Coordinator of Religious Education 732-928-4038
or stmonicaccd@yahoo.com

Legion of Mary
Members participate in the life of the parish through
a program of prayers and service. The Legion of
Mary is open to all Catholic men and women over
18 years of age who have the good will to want to
serve God through Mother Mary. Meetings are at
St. Monica every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. The Legion is
always looking to recruit new members. If you
discern a divine connection to the Blessed Mother,
and feel she is calling you to join, please contact
the Parish Office.

Women of St Monica

A Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving
to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith,
promoting community, and conducting fundraisers
throughout the year and enhance parish life in

If you have been sexually abused as a minor by a member
of the clergy or anyone representing the Catholic Church,
or if you know someane who was, you can report that
abuse through the diocesan ABUSE HOTLINE: 1-883-296-
2965 orvia email at: abuseline@diocesecftrenton.org

PROMISE TO

PROIBECT

X lm*"t

PLEDGE TO
HEAL
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CALENDAR

Saturday, December 20
3:15 pm Confessions
4:00 pm Mass
Sunday, December 21
9:00 am Mass
11:00 am Mass (Children’s Mass)
12:30 pm Decorating the Church

Monday, December 22
9:00 am Mass
No Religious Ed Classes
Tuesday, December 23
9:00 am Mass
No Religious Ed Classes
No Legion of Mary Meeting
Wednesday, December 24
Christmas Eve—Parish Offices Closed
4:00 pm Mass with Children’s Choir
10:00 pm Mass
Thursday, December 25
MERRY CHRISTMAS!
9:00 am Mass
11:00 am Mass
Saturday, December 27
11:00 am Miles Wade Samson Won Baptism
3:15 pm Confessions
4:00 pm Mass
Sunday, December 28
9:00 am Mass
11:00 am Mass
12:30 pm Norcia Wedding

Monday, December 29
9:00 am Mass
No Religious Ed Classes
Tuesday, December 30
9:00 am Mass
No Religious Ed Classes
No Legion of Mary Meeting
Wednesday, December 31
New Year’s Eve—Parish Offices Closed
9:00 am Mass
Thursday, January 1
HAPPY NEW YEAR!—Parish Offices Closed
Solemnity of Mary—Holy Day of Obligation

9:00 am Mass

7:00 pm Mass
Saturday, January 3

3:15 pm Confessions
4:00 pm Mass

o LAY Sy
7 ‘ JA«“““/ Jah ¢/ }&4““’»& u

ALL the
a““‘ch EXS MA'. aAde @pg

EARN 2 MERCY HOURS
Saturday, December 20th
2p.m.-4p.m.
BRANDYWINE ASSISTED LIVING
100 Meridian Pl.(off Rt.9) Howell NJ

h

Attire: Green, Red, or Christmas Ugly
Sweater and Festive hats or headplocos

«e’ o
M ‘V"r'&,e b
‘g

CALLING ALL 7™ GRADERS

ROARY

Making Fun!

St. Monica’s Church

e
VAP

MAR

SIGN UP W
MRS. AZZO|
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Reflc ction

By Rev. Leonard N. Peterson

Holidays and holy days each create a certain atmosphere around them. To mix them up, or
to confuse them, is a mistake. So, for instance, decorating your home with all kinds of red,
white and blue stressing patriotism does not really show the spirit of Christmas with its red
and green.

The weak secular appraisal of Christmas event as mainly a call to reignite brotherhood
among nations is just atheism trying to suppress Christ's coming. A much worse error than
mixing up colors.

e , : The simple and straightforward telling of the birth account of Je-

_ (‘,« &é..-j_,.,, sus in St. Matthew’s gospel puts forth the truth and nothing but
( AT, ' the truth. A baby was born to a Jewish couple of humble origins
’?‘:‘;—/ £ as part of a long held and well prepared for plan to save man-

kind from sin and invite him to turn back to God.

n

Behold, the virgin shall conceive

andbear gdon, and they shil The consequent atmosphere is one of true peace and deep joy

S name him Emmanuel

that comes with renewed hope. Optimism rekindled. Pessi-
mism banished. So, there is no place for raucous shouting and
revelry. Much less a frenzy over who gets what as a gift under
the artificial evergreen.

N “Q Marthew 1:23
-ty
= (A

The calendar this year has given us a few days after this Fourth
Sunday of Advent to stop, look and really listen to the gospel
message. To energize our faith in the God who proved His lov
for us by sending His own Son to save us. As a result of the
first Christmas, for the first time in history, men had to look down to see heaven, for heaven
lay in a manger.

Remember the distraught man in Mark’s gospel whose son was possessed? When Jesus
asked him “Do you believe? (I can do this?) the man’s answer becomes a prayer for all of us
many times in life, even at Christmas: “Lord, | believe! Help my unbelief.”

God love you and yours and have a blessed Christmas.
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Bethlehem
Inn

Remember, the only mass with the Children’s Choir is
the 4pm Christmas Eve Mass
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Offerings at Francis House of Prayer
m Trenton Diocesan Spiritual Center and Retreat House
FRancis 04 Walnford Road < Allentown, NJ 08501
HOUSE 609-877-0509 or FHOP@verizon.net

OF PRAYER
TR

Please check www.FHOP.org for dates, registration, directions and for our other offerings!

All programs will be offered online and in-person unless otherwise indicated.

IN-PERSON ONLY

THE CHRISTMAS STORY — THE CHOSEN

Wednesday, December 17  9:30 AM - 1:00 PM

It is so familiar, ever ancient, ever new! We will view the Christmas episode, share its mes-
sage, spend some time in prayer and enjoy a fabulous lunch. What a great Advent morning
as we grow in appreciation of the gift of Christ’s coming into our lives. Donation: $25, lunch

included

THE END OF THE YEAR RETREAT

Wednesday, December 31 9:30 AM - 2:00 PM

Since God gives us life and time and is Lord over all, it seems appropriate to end the year in
prayer. Francis House offers time, space and quiet for naming the graces of 2025 and ex-
pressing gratitude to God. The day will focus on our goals, hopes and desires for 2026. We
reverently say farewell to 2025 and cordially welcome 2026 as a gift from God. Please bring
your lunch. Donation: Love Offering

GOD CANNOT FILL AN OCCUPIED SPACE!

CLEANING UP & CLEANING OUT

Tuesday, January 6 9:30 AM -1:00 PM

Is it time to make a little more room for God in your life? Do you find yourself complaining, “I
have too much stuff!” Is decluttering one of your desires for 20267 We are each going to
make a plan to clean up and clean out, to simplify and enjoy life more, to have a lighter grasp
and a freer heart for the more important things of life. Step by step, with the support of a
partner and prayer, we will be clutter-free by Easter! With God’s help, we can do it! Dona-
tion: $25, includes lunch. Zoom: $20.

INFANT JESUS OF PRAGUE

Monday, January 12 9:30 AM - 1:00 PM

This morning’s retreat will help us to grow closer to the infant Jesus by celebrating the mys-
tery of the Incarnation through the divinity and humanity of Christ. Through this time of
prayer, we will see in a special way how we are children of God. Donation: $25, includes
materials and lunch.



mailto:FHOP@verizon.net
http://www.fhop.org/
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The St. Monica Knights
of Columbus will be
holding its annual Christ-

COLUMBUS mas Tree fundraiser in

¥ support of the St. Jude
COUNCIL #11529 Children’s Hospital and

ANNUAL other local chari-

ties. Please visit us at our

c H RIST M A S ‘ location Premier Design
> . located at 138 N. County

TREE SAI_E g Line Road. in Jack-
son. Quality, freshly cut

PREM]ER @ Fraser fir trees, grave
blanket d th
DESlGN avzilailse ?’gr pvlgxasse le)lf:

CONCEPTS, LLC
R o o A 22nd while supplies

JACKSON, NJ 08527
last. Hours are weekdays
SALE STARTING NOVEMBER 22nd 10am EFRYRSVETS IR BT

TREES - WREATHS - GRAVE BLANKETS weekends 10 AM to 8:00

y e % PM. This is our 27th year
St. IUde Children’s and we have raised over

Research Hospital $250,000. Please come out

Finding cures Saving children.

ginning on November

and support this holiday

ST. J U D E F U N D R A I S E R tradition by helping those

in need this Christ-
mas season.

— =

For A Limited Time Qnly
¥ s PR, Tk w7 " ;:f**’

While Supplics Last

The Knights of Columbus will be selling

Wreaths and Grave Blankets outside of
Church after each mass while supplies last.

And again, all proceeds go to the St. Jude
Children’s Hospital and other local charities.

649
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Warm Up with

Winter Bingo
Wedunesday, January #, 2026

2-4 PM
RSVP to #32-#19-7260

' 'AFFINITY

i, ((' (24
“a Otiwerie Funoral (Flame
{258 Cooks Bridge Rd. Jackson, NJ 08527

732 718-7230




732-719-7250 R
2014-2025 Pursuit of
L I VE RI E Excellence Recipient In Our
P LiN ERAL HOME ’ 2015, 2019 4th Decade of
A g;é Selohsation Hpme % Bkl Quality Service
NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE EXCELLENCE e Sorles
Serving Ocean & Monmouth County French
125 S. Cooks Bridge Road gb”"“ Drains
Jackson, NJ 08527 4 vears ina row!

G. Oliverie, Mgr., N.J. Lic. #3833

«Rice

Estate and Elder Law Firm

Foundation
ROOFING - CHINMINEYS Repair
MASONRY . GUTTERS

DECK REPAIR
R Mold

We Find & Fix Leaks"$11oo OFF Remediation

-Any New Roof Replacementu

=N :::::::::::::::::::::

1

+ Elder Law » Estate Planning (Wills,  20% OFF :

+ Estate and Trust Trusts, Pawer of Attomey, ROYAL PRO : | Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter, ; [N RWISIECHE

- Estate Litigation/Will Special Needs Planning) CONSTRUCTION 1Masonry Repair & SENIORS,
Disputes * Guardianships . et i

* Medicaid Planning Family Owned/Operated - Lic. #13VH0934200

Bonded & Insured - 20+ Years 732-777-7888
7 3 z - 5 89 = 99 67 www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com
Sering AU of New fersey

cgfgggg;\t 5‘:‘:&:%&::3:3.,.51 - E‘ RECEIVE A HIC LIC#
== _ 13VH01191400
POOLSG ) B - WITH THE PURCHASE

SPAS & MORE v = X
OFAHOTTUB,SWIM Rt 9 NORTH

ABOVE GROUND - SEMI IN-GROUND AND IN-GROUND  SPA, ABOVE GROUND,  rpeEHOLD, NJ
POOLS - HOT TUBS - SWIM SPAS - SAUNAS - CHEMICALS = SEMI-IN-GROUND
POOL PARTS - TOYS - SERVICE POOL, ORSAUNA  =39_462-5005

In-Home Senior Care
TI lTo N BOdy Wo r ks We provide all kinds of. assistance,

from personal care to light

SINCE 1932 - FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED housekeeping. We keep seniors in

their own homes and enable them

NJ Licensed ¢ Free Pickup & Delivery * Rental Vehicles [iittiiataiiatas
Fast Repair Time ° State of the Art Equipment
Written Guarantee on Workmanship

122 First Street * Lakewood * 732-363-1303 P~
360 West Commodore Blvd * Jackson « 732-928-6388 i prr s

www.comfortkeepers.com/centraljersey

kfiero@timriceelderlaw.com 833.888.0462
www.timriceelderlaw.com

Comfort

732-530-3636
697 Broad Street #202
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702

tim@tiltonbodyworks.com

www.tiltonbodyworks.com
649 Church of St. Monica, Jackson, NJ (inside) Rt. Shore John Patrick Publishing Company ¢ 800-333-3166 * www.jppc.net

Serving St. Monica’s Parish
Since 2001




Offering Pre-Planning Programs
Brian T. Hassler Handicap-Accessible Facility
Owner & Manager Original Family Owned and Operated Since 1978
N.J. Lic. No. 4054

IN LoviING MEMORY OF GEORGE S. HASSLER
Parishioners

George S. Hassler

Founder 732-364-6808

(1941-2025) contact@hasslerfuneralhome.com 980 Bennetts Mills Rd.
www.hasslerfuneralhome.com

Jackson, NJ
FIVESTAR | [ POINT BAY FUEL

cresescery | ||| HEATING AND COOLING
Scott .RU§barsky Fuel Oil « Gasoline ° Diesel ¢ Furnaces ¢ Boilers *« HVAC
Parishioner

BUDGET * SALES * SERVICE
732-733-4211

www.fivestarpainting.com 800'349—FUE E3835)

PERSONAL CARE &

COMPANION SERVICES
HOME HEALTH SERVICES & TRAINING SCHOOL
Vivian Newman, Founder/CEO
20 Mantoloking Drive
Jackson NJ 08527
_ Phone: 862-755-8464 « 848-218-1555 « 773-960-5416

Email: newmanpccsinfo@gmail.com
WHERE ALL ARE PRECIOUS IN GOD'S SIGHT www.personalcareandcompanionservices.com

J

S3o1A83°

RIGHT SERVICE

20% OFF
$A.:\$ r?e?fv gcl):fF Roof, ghimney,

Siding, Gutter,
Replacement Masonry Repair
& SENIORS

Licensed, Bonded, Insured
o damantha, jedephdon . Family Owned & Operated for Over 25 Years
SAMI . | '
MATCH | INFORM '

RICHARD D. MEINDERS, ESQ.

Attorney at Law i cathOIlcmatCh

WILLS * TRUSTS * ESTATES * REAL ESTATE N\ ersey
2002 Route 70, Suite 2, Manchester, NJ 08759

732-408-0900 - www.lawrdm.com CatholicMatch.com/dateNJ
649 Church of St. Monica, Jackson, NJ (back) Rt. Shore

John Patrick Publishing Company ¢ 800-333-3166 « www.jppc.net
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