CHURCH OF SAINT MONICA

% ,&:
June 8, 2025
Our Parish is Served by:
Masses Reverend Alex Enriquez, Pastor Confessions
Mon. to Thurs. 9 am Deacon Christian Knoebel S3§t11151‘days
Saturday 4 pm Deacon John L. White . -3:45Pglm

Sunday 9 am & 11 am

679 W. Veterans Highway

Jackson, NJ 08527

Revival’

We invite you to celebrate with us

website: www.saintmonica.com
Parish Office: 732-928-0279
Email: parishoffice@saintmonica.com
Fax: (732) 928-1853

Religious Education:732-928-4038
Email: stmonicaccd@yahoo.com

The Church of St. Monica is a warm, accepting, and
caring parish that worships God, teaches and lives
the message of Christ, seeks to support and
strengthen family life, and serves those in need
through parish ministries and organizations.

st Thursdays 7pm

or by appointment

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/
ParishofStMonica/
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PENTECOST SUNDAY — JUNE 8, 2025

IMASS INTENTIONS

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

Saturday, June 7
4:00 pm Dcn William Carragher
(Marie Gould)
Sunday, June 8
9:00 am Gene Avendenio
(Marie Gould)
11:00 am Marilyn Timony
(The Dykeman Family)
Monday, June 9
9:00 am Souls in Purgatory
(Natalie Lucas)
Tuesday, June 10
9:00 am Margaret Anderson
(The Piacentino Family)
Wednesday, June 11
9:00 am Patrick Pica
(Joanne Landi)
Thursday, June 12
9:00 am The Intentions of Zyler Gould
(Marie Gould)
Saturday, June 14
4:00 pm Fathers Day Intentions
Sunday, June 15
9:00 am Fathers Day Intentions
11:00 am Fathers Day Intentions

To secure your Mass Intentions, contact the Parish

Office.

Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, Beth
Kujawski, Toni Hetteroth, Dianne Smith, Andy
Sabine, Elaine Giblock, Marie Gould, Dotis
Garbarino, Melissa Staiger, Bonnie Holton,
Atlene Toth, Judy Bocchicchio, Leo Diaz,
Glory D’Acunto, Josephine Brennan, Frank
Trimboli, Gabrielle D’Acunto, Anthony Pelle,
Jr, Phillip Wenz, Mary Miniscalchi, Lane Morell,
Frank Falesto, Jean Stein, Ann Rosetto, Tom
Martin, Dorothy Palumbo, Jacob Rivera, Jaxson
Rivera, Jennie D’Angelo, Paul Hetteroth,
Cheryl Vega, Carol Spezzano, Michael Seiler,
Shannon Hubert, Ronald Nuzzola, Ray
Kijowski, Nicholas Biddle, Matthew Biddle,
Dennis Shwiner, Laura Stoyer, Mike Scott,
Andrew G Sabine, A.J. Sabine, Stephen
Alexander, Angela Belmont, Danny Merwin,
Diane Hromiko, Kathy Reynolds, Margie
Smith, Kevin Finnerty

Contact the Parish Office to let us know of anyone to be
remembered in prayer, so we may include them or, if they

can be removed.

Front picture courtesy of Bette Hromiko

Readings for the Week - June 8, 2025
Monday Gen 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14 Ps 87:1-2, 3 and 5, 6-7 Jn 19:25-34
Tuesday 2 Cor 1:18-22 Ps 119:129, 130, 131, 132, 133, 135 Mt 5:13-16
Wednesday Acts 11:21b-26; 13:1-3 Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6 Mt 5:17-19
Thursday 2 Cor 3:15—4:1, 3-6 Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 Mt 5:20-26
Friday 2 Cor 4:7-15 Ps 116:10-11, 15-16, 17-18 Mt 5:27-32
Saturday 2 Cor 5:14-21 Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12 Mt 5:33-37
Sunday Prv 8:22-31 Ps 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 Rom 5:1-5 Jn 16:12-15
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CHURCH OF SAINT MONICA, JACKSON, NEW JERSEY

PLEASE TAKE NOTE

The Women of St. Monica will be holding
a Father's Day Bake Sale next week after
each mass on June 14th and 15th. Various
selections of cookies, cakes and breads
will be available for purchase. Proceeds go
to benefit the Church.

The popular Sub Sale that usually takes
place on Father's Day weekend has been
temporarily postponed until October.

Men’s Prayer Group

3'd Thursday of Each Month
7 PM — Main Church

(eetonshiP i,
(3]
%
C
%,
%
X

FELLOWSHIP %

]
s
&

&
e
B
(=]

Come Join Us - All Men Are Welcomed

PAGE 3
Weekly Offerings $3,350.50
Utility $ 398.00
Online Giving $1,358.00

Total $5,106.50

Thank you for your contributions as we support
the ministries, programs and facilities of our

parish.
y g The 2025 Deacon
@ . Mike Principato
‘ Scholarship Contest

Please read the directions and questions very carefully
before answering them. Your essay will be evaluated
by many people. Scoring will be based on your an-
swering the question and then formulating your values
in the form of an essay.

In order to participate in the scholarship contest the
applicant must: (1) be graduating HS and be attending
college for their first semester in the Fall of 2025 or
Spring 2026, (2) be a registered parishioner of St.
Monica Church or the child of a registered parishioner
of St. Monica Church or the child of a member of St.
Monica’s Knights of Columbus.

Your essay will be based on your ability to answer
the following question. The answer does not have
to be included in your essay but must be attached
in your email or displayed as the preliminary basis
for your essay. IT MUST BE ANSWERED. The an-
swers will be evaluated, scored and included as a
percentage of your grade in the event of a tie
breaker.

Please answer this question to the best of your

ability:

Name all of the gifts you think we receive from
the Holy Spirit.

Now choose only one of the gifts and show how

its life principle inspires the guidelines for your
life.

Please submit all questions and essays by email to
ronjborrello@gmail.com as a Word Document.
Please do not include your name on the essay or any-
thing that may easily identify you but do include your
name and contact information in the body of the email
in which it's submitted. Submissions are due by July
28, 2025. - First place award $500 - Second place
award $300 - Third place award $200. GOOD LUCK!
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PENTECOST SUNDAY — JUNE 8, 2025

Pentecost Sunday
June 8, 2025

Pentecost

Pentecost marks the occasion of God sending the
Holy Spirit upon Jesus’ disciples after his Resurrection.
The book of Acts describes how the disciples were
gathered together in one place on the day of Pentecost.
The Jewish feast of Pentecost (Shavuot or the Feast of
Weeks) was a day that commemorated the giving of
the law to Moses, a day soon to be marked as well by
the giving of the Holy Spirit.

On Pentecost, the Holy Spirit gave the disciples the
strength to fulfill their commission to spread the
Good News of Jesus. The Solemnity of Pentecost,
which crowns and fulfills the Easter season, is a
good time to pray for a deeper indwelling of the
Holy Spirit.

Prayer to the Holy Spirit

The following prayer was recited by Pope Benedict XVI
in a homily on November 7, 2006. This is a prayer to
the Holy Spirit.

CNS photo/Gregory A Shemitz

Let us invoke him

so that he will irrigate, warm and straighten,
so that he will pervade us

with the power of his sacred flame

and renew the earth.

Let us pray for his with all our hearts

at this time, in these days.

Amen.
;’"i\ Cat h( )I ic  Copyright ©2021, United States Conference of Catholic Hishops. Washington, DC. All rights reserved .
y 7 B O Quote from Pope Benedict XVI, copyright © 2006, $ibreria Editrice Vaticana, Vatican City State. All rights reserved. Used
N | Current Qe i PPYTiRh #h SRALETHS

with permission
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CHURCH OF SAINT MONICA, JACKSON, NEW JERSEY

PAGE 5

CALENDAR

Saturday, June 7
Pentecost

3:15 pm Confessions

4:00 pm Mass
Sunday, June 8
Pentecost

9:00 am Mass

11:00 am Mass

12:30 pm Morris Baptism
Monday, June 9

9:00 am Mass
Tuesday, June 10

9:00 am Mass

7:00 pm Adult Choir (Church)
7:00 pm Legion of Mary (LC)
Wednesday, June 11

9:00 am Mass
Thursday, June 12

9:00 am Mass

7:00 pm K of C Mtg. (Parish Hall)

Saturday, June 14
The Most Holy Trinity

10:00 am BLD Congregation (Church)
3:15 pm Confessions
4:00 pm Mass (WOSM Bake Sale)

Sunday, June 15
The Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ

9:00 am Mass (WOSM Bake Sale)
11:00 am Mass (WOSM Bake Sale)
12:30 pm Sales Baptism
Monday, June 16
9:00 am Mass
Tuesday, June 17
9:00 am Mass
7:00 pm Adult Choir (Church)
7:00 pm Legion of Mary (LC)
Wednesday, June 18
9:00 am Mass
Thursday, June 19
9:00 am Mass
7:00 pm Men’s COR Prayer Group (Church)
Saturday, June 21
1200 pm BLD Congregation (Church)
3:15 pm Confessions
4:00 pm Mass
Sunday, June 22
9:00 am Mass
11:00 am Mass
Monday, June 23
9:00 am Mass

JUNE 8, 2025 — PENTECOST

Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson
We lovers of classical symphonies are used to
long pieces of music ending with a loud crescen-
do of timpani, or kettle drums. These drums are
often seen at the back of the orchestra and
called upon by composers to deliver thunderous
percussion impact of a kind no other instrument
can. You could say the music “ends with a bang.”

No doubt that upper room on Pentecost was
filled with the sharp clap of thunder, with wind
howling until the tongues of fire appeared over
the heads of the frightened Apostles. But the
“happening” was definitely the end of doubt and
the fear that could come with it. All the noise
preceded a calm resolution in their hearts to
leave their self-imposed isolation and greet the
crowd outside with some “Good News.” Jesus is
alive; He is God; and He has saved us from our
sins!

Pentecost marks the end of the long Lent-Easter
cycle in the Church year. Ash Wednesday often
comes on a dreary day in mid to late February.
Pentecost closes matters on a Sunday in May or
early June with warm sunshine and flowers.

All these centuries later, we still celebrate these
central events, up to and including this day. The
day that our Church was “born.” As the special
day that the Holy Spirit came down, not crashing
as much as landing on the heads of the first
leaders of Christianity. The Spirit comes as Jesus
had predicted.

What a thrill the recall of this event should be
for us and for all who believe! For we
acknowledge ourselves as the Church on earth!
We are also members of the Mystical Body, with
Christ Himself as our Head.

We can be so proud to realize that the Holy Spir-
it has never left the Church in all her mixed his-
tory of ups and downs. His guidance precludes
any lapse of error in her official teachings as she
marches through time. However, we must never
forget that we are all redeemed sinners, made
so by a loving God whose Son’s ultimate sacri-
fice opened the doors of heaven.

Meanwhile, we still have many unanswered
questions. Let's not forget that life here below is
replete with riddles. One of them is illustrated
by this story. Once upon a time, the beloved
pastor of the First Baptist Church of Dallas, Tex-
as was asked, “Will we know each other when
we get to heaven?” His answer: “We won't really
know each other until we get to heaven.”

God love you and give you His Pentecost peace.
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PENTECOST SUNDAY — JUNE 8, 2025

@’ Pentecost Sequence:
R;;;;;; Veni, Sancte Spiritus

Come, Holy Spirit, come!
And from your celestial home
Shed a ray of light divine!

Come, Father of the poor!
Come, source of all our store!
Come, within our bosoms shine.

You, of comforters the best;

You, the soul’s most welcome guest;

Sweet refreshment here below;

In our labor, rest most sweet;
Grateful coolness in the heat;
Solace in the midst of woe.

O most blessed Light divine,
Shine within these hearts of yours,
And our inmost being fill!

fi.i\‘ Catholic Conlratornity of Christian Doctdne; Psalm rofran ©
\‘.!’ Current Image: Fentecost, Chistoforo M da, Yo Uni

Where you are not, we have naught,
Nothing good in deed or thought,
Nothing free from taint of ill.

Heal our wounds, our strength renew;
On our dryness pour your dew;
Wash the stains of guilt away:

Bend the stubborn heart and will;
Melt the frozen, warm the chill;
Guide the steps that go astray.

On the faithful, who adore
And confess you, evermore
In your sevenfold gift descend;

Give them virtue's sure reward;
Give them your salvation, Lord;
Give them joys that never end. Amen.
Alleluia.

Lectionary for Mass lor Use in the Dioceses ol lhe United States, second typical edition, Copynght © 2001, 19988, 1997, 1988, 1870
1681, 1967, mtomational Committoo on Fndlih in the lltuqu Inc. Al aghts resorved,
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CHURCH OF SAINT MONICA, JACKSON, NEW JERSEY PAGE 7

This Is Pope Leo XIV’s Prayer Intention for the Month of June

In his first prayer intention video of his papacy, Pope Leo XIV has asked
the faithful to pray that the world might grow in compassion during the
month of June.

“Let us pray that each one of us might find consolation in a personal rela-
tionship with Jesus, and from his heart, learn to have compassion on the
world,” the pope said.

Let us pray together that each one of us might find consolation in a per-
sonal relationship with Jesus, and from His Heart, learn to have compas-
sion on the world. — Pope Leo XIV June 3, 2025

He then recited an original prayer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus:

Lord, I come to your tender heart today,

to you who have words that set my heart
ablaze,

to you who pour out compassion on the little
ones and the poor, on those who suffer, and
on all human miseries.

I desire to know you more, to contemplate
you in the Gospel,

to be with you and learn from you

and from the charity with which you allowed
yourself to be touched by all forms of pov-
erty.

You showed us the Father’s love by loving us
without measure with your divine and hu-
man heart. N
Grant all your children the grace of encoun- SN
tering you. &\\
Change, shape, and transform our plans, | s
so that we seek only you in every circum-

stance:

in prayer, in work, in encounters, and in our daily routine.

From this encounter, send us out on mission,

a mission of compassion for the world

in which you are the source from which all consolation flows. Amen.
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PENTECOST SUNDAY — JUNE 8, 2025

What Pentecost Means for the Christian Life

The season of Pentecost celebrates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and
the birth of the Church. But what does Pentecost mean for the Christian life? What does
it mean for you and I personally?

We need to live Pentecost each and every day—not just right after Easter. Otherwise, the
sacraments just become “checking the box”. We need to get “into the upper room”—that
is, the room in which the Holy Spirit first descended upon Mary and the Apostles on
Pentecost. We’re called to partake of the same holy fire in the Holy Spirit.

And then we have to get “out of the upper room”. To go forth and spread the Gospel in
the world, just as the Apostles did. The Catechism of the Catholic Church tells us that the
sacraments aren’t “magic”. They depend on God’s grace first, and also our willing par-
ticipation.

Peter was baptized, and yet he still denied Jesus three time. It wasn’t until the Holy Spirit
came upon him at Pentecost that he had the courage to go out and proclaim the Good
News. Saint Irenaeus explains this beautifully.

So how do we receive an outpouring of the
Holy Spirit? Well, the Church invites us to re-
ceive this outpouring primarily through the sac-
rament of Confirmation. This sacrament isn’t
“graduation from the Catholic faith”; on the
contrary, it’s an invitation to be sent forth into
the world to proclaim the Gospel in the Spirit.
Confirmation activates our baptism. You can

see this in action in the Acts of the Apostles. ‘

The traditional Prayer of the Holy Spirit is a |
beautiful invocation that has its basis in the
Psalms:
“When thou sendest forth thy Spirit, they are
created, and thou renewest the face of
the ground.”  Psalm 104:30

This is what the Holy Spirit wants to do
through us. To renew the face of the earth. To
heal the body of Christ. When the Holy Spirit
dwells within you, “you can’t help but take it
out into the world.”
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CHURCH OF SAINT MONICA, JACKSON, NEW JERSEY

PAGE 9

The Eucharist - St Monica

Masses & Reconciliation
Monday - Thursday  9:00 am--3:30 pm

Saturday 4:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 & 11:00 am
Holy Days As Noted

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm
1st Thursday of the month 7:00 pm
or by appt.

Exposition of the Holy Sacrament &

Benediction

1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am
1st Thursday of each month 7:00 pm with
Confessions

Parish Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 3:30 pm

Baptisms

Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and
godparents are required to attend our Baptism
preparation program. Please call the Parish
Office to register.

Visits to the Sick and Homebound
May be arranged by calling our parish office.

Knights of Columbus Council #11529
The Knights of Columbus were founded in 1882 by

Blessed Father Michael McGivney. It is an
international order of more than 2 million Catholic
men who are called to lead with faith, protect our
families, serve others, and defend Catholic values in
a busy changing world. St Monica Council #11529
has a long history of support for the parish and any
local charities. If you would like to join, simply scan
the QR Code or go to KofC.org/join & enter

council #11529. "

St Vincent de Paul Society
Emergency Assistance Helpline: 732-370-0098

Bereavement Ministry

Please contact the parish office for more information.

Grief Support
For those grieving the loss of a loved one or close
friend. This is a Catholic centered Support Group
offering a caring, compassionate, and confidential
environment to support your journey from grieving
to healing. For registration and details contact
Deacon John White 848-992-1652 or
dcnjohnw@gmail.com

Youth Group

Open to all children of St Monica registered families
and we would love to have you join us. For more
information, call Theresa Calsetta 732-299-0261.

OCIA

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults

For those who are seeking full membership in the
Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office.

New Parishioners
Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms
may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com
Please contact the parish office for further info.

Adult Faith Formation Core Team
Our mission is to encourage and support parishioners in
their lifelong learning in the faith in order to grow
closer to God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit through
discipleship and evangelization.

Marriages

The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey request
a one year period of preparation for marriage in
The Church. Contact the Parish Office to make
arrangements.

Religious Education
Children are expected to receive a Catholic-
Christian upbringing in their family life, to worship
regularly at Sunday Mass, and to participate in
on-going Religious Education classes. Our program
includes grades 1-8. Please contact Karen Badach,
Coordinator of Religious Education 732-928-4038
or stmonicaccd@yahoo.com

Legion of Mary
Members participate in the life of the parish through

a program of prayers and service. The Legion of
Mary is open to all Catholic men and women over
18 years of age who have the good will to want to
serve God through Mother Mary. Meetings are at

St. Monica every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. The Legion is
always looking to recruit new members. If you
discern a divine connection to the Blessed Mother,
and feel she is calling you to join, please contact
the Parish Office.

Women of St Monica

A Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving

to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith,
promoting community, and conducting fundraisers
throughout the year and enhance parish life in

a variety of ways. Please contact the parish office for
more info.

pronise oo | you have been sexually abused as a minor by a member
PROTECT o the clergy or anyone representing the Catholic Church,
*’t or f you know someone who was, you can report that
abuse through the diocesan ABUSE HOTLINE: 1-888-296-
2965 orvia email at: abuseline@dioceseaftrenton.org

(41
"HEAL
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CHURCH OF SAINT MONICA, JACKSON, NEW JERSEY PAGE 10

Reflection on the Readings for Pentecost - June 8, 2025
RIGHT RELATIONSHIPS

Fire. It's intense, beautiful, dangerous, overwhelming, warm, and all consuming. Fire can
be used to warm us on a cold night, or as a way to gather friends on a summer evening. It
can also yield immense destruction. Fire is powerful. This is the image that we hear about
today as we learn more about the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles at Pente-
cost. At our Confirmation, we too receive the gift of the Spirit. But have our hearts been
set ablaze like those of the Apostles? Do we radically and unabashedly share Christ with
those around us, setting their hearts ablaze, too?

PRAYER

The disciples are paralyzed by fear. They have hid-
den themselves in a locked room, afraid that they
will be put to death for being followers of Christ.
Imagine them huddled around the room. What
might they have been talking about? They were
probably dejected and confused. Their teacher, the ‘
man they believed to be God, had been killed. And @ENTE@@ST[‘

then Jesus surprises them. He immediately puts [ EE = T

their hearts at ease as he says, “Peace be with
you.” He reveals his wounds and again offers them 1 ‘
peace. Place yourself among the disciples in that { '
locked room. What is it like when Jesus first ap-

pears? Are you more scared? Confused? What do
his hands and feet look like? As he speaks words
of peace, how does your heart change? Take
some time to be part of this scene. When a phrase
or moment strikes you, stop and pray with it.

Jesus breathes his Spirit upon the disciples and
sends them out, giving them authority to teach and
forgive in his name. You, too, have received the
Spirit of Christ through Baptism and Confirmation.
Do you shamelessly share Christ with others? ™
Have you heeded the Spirit or ignored his promptings? Commit this week to sharing Christ
with someone you meet or already know.

RESOLUTION

Fruits of the Spirit. If we are living in the Spirit, there are certain fruits that will manifest in
our lives. Jesus tells us that, “You will know them by their fruits ... every sound tree bears
good fruit, but the bad tree bears evil fruit. A sound tree cannot bear evil fruit, nor can a
bad tree bear good fruit” (Matthew 7:16—18). If you allow the Holy Spirit to work in your
life, you will notice charity, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, generosity, gentle-
ness, faithfulness, modesty, self-control, and chastity. Wow! What a plethora of good
things! We all long for these in our lives. The key to unlocking them is by living in the Holy
Spirit. Welcome him each morning, throughout the day, and in the evening to reign in your
heart and guide your actions that day. As you grow closer to him, God will increasingly live

through you, and you will notice these wonderful fruits in abundance in your life. |formed.org
|
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